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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Applicant's 
declaration under 37 CFR 1 .132 has demonstrated that the products of the prior art 
(Sato and Tenbrink) are not the same as the presently claimed product. Applicant's 
declaration showed that the method limitations requiring oxidation at a pressure of 3-5 
atm produce a physically different product from the products of Sato and Tenbrink, 
which are oxidized at 1 atm of pressure. Thus, Applicant has shown that the products 
of Sato and Tenbrink are different. Therefore, the present claims are allowable over the 
prior art since the prior art does not teach or suggest the presently claimed product. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Harry D Wilkins, III whose telephone number is 571 - 
272-1251. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 10:00am-8:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Roy V King can be reached on 571-272-1244. The fax phone numberfor 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1700. 

Harry DWilkins, III 

Examiner 

Art Unit 1742 
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